
The 2019-2020 Kindergarten Team

 Ms. Sarah - Room 114

 Ms. Cortney - Room 112

 Ms. Kelly - Room 115



Sarah Rauser 
Ms. Sarah is originally from 
Michigan and attended 
Michigan State University. She 
received her bachelor’s degree 
as well as master’s degree from 
Michigan State. She has been 
teaching for seven years, and 
this will be her fourth year at 
Steele. She and her husband, 
Nick, recently had a baby girl 
named Madelyn. Sarah loves to 
spend her free time walking, 
hiking, and running with 
Madelyn and her two dogs, 
Molly and James. 



Cortney Finkler

Ms. Cortney is from the suburbs of 
Chicago, Illinois. She earned a 
bachelor's degree from Northern 
Illinois University and continued her 
education at Lewis University before 
moving to Colorado in 2014. Cortney 
has six years of experience teaching 
primary. Outside of school, Cortney 
loves to spend time exploring with 
her boyfriend and dog, Luna-Tuna, 
traveling to new places, and eating 
delicious food.



Kelly Hensley



Ms. Sarah- TURTLES

Ms. Cortney-  PANDAS

Ms. Kelly-  LIONS



Sara Nath
Sara Nath is the ELD teacher for 
Steele Elementary.  She is 
originally from Arkansas but has 
called Colorado home for the past 
20 years.  She has been teaching at 
Steele for 14 years (except for that 
year she swapped classrooms with 
a teacher in Australia)!  She loves 
spending time at home with her 
son, Jack; her husband, Paul; and 
her Miniature Schnauzer, Lucy.  
They like gardening, traveling, and 
camping.



English Language Development

● Daily 45 minute 
Systematic Language 
Instruction

● For students whose 
families speak another 
language at home

● Identified through the 
Home Language Survey 
form

ELD’s curriculum is designed to teach 
English that emerging bilinguals:

● Are not likely to learn outside of 
school or pick up on their own

● Will not be explicitly taught in other 
areas

● Need to be able to use for effective 
academic learning and classroom 
participation

Because there is a gap between what 
language a student knows and what they 
need to succeed academically.



Specials Teachers

   Tim “Coach” Welch - PE

    Emily Joy Walker - Art

    Lane Miller - Drama

   Andréas Schmid - Music

   Patty Mather - Librarian



The Steele Code

 At Steele, we do the right thing.

 We respect ourselves, each other, our school and our community.

 We treat everyone with kindness, compassion and a forgiving spirit.

 We have the courage to take risks and learn from our mistakes.

 We are responsible for our actions, our words and our learning.

 We tell the truth even when it is difficult.

 We do the right thing even when no one is watching.



At Steele Elementary

we balance 

 Social and 
Emotional 

Growth

Academic 
Growth



Communication

• Weekly Class Newsletter (email from teacher)

• Steele Stallion Press (sign up on the website)

• Steele Website 

• Steele Facebook Page- Everyone

• Steele Private Facebook Page- Parents



Arrival- 7:55-8:10 am**

• Discovery Link-  Before School starting at 6:30am and After School 
until 6:00 pm-  http://discoverylink.dpsk12.org/
• Registration will be open May 6-10 for new families

• 7:55 am - Breakfast
• Cafeteria is open for breakfast for any and all students

• 8:10 am - First Bell  
• Teachers meet students at the designated pick up spot. 
• Children in the cafeteria proceed to their classrooms.

• 8:15 am - Second Bell / Tardy Bell
• Parents should bring children who are late to the office for a tardy slip.

•

http://discoverylink.dpsk12.org/register-your-child/


Dismissal Bell- 3:00 pm 
• Teachers take students to the designated line-up spot  
• Parents update dismissal plans weekly for teachers.
• Students are dismissed only to a Parent / Guardian / Bus
• Exception-when you have officially identified someone to pick 

your child up: 
• This person must be listed in Infinite Campus as “Non-Household 

Relationship”.

• Discovery Link- Students are escorted to the cafeteria. 
• Enrichment- Students are escorted by an adult to their 

Enrichment classroom 



A Typical Day in Kindergarten
• Arrival
• Morning Meeting
• Snack / Brain Break
• Literacy Block 

• Read alouds
• Phonics 
• Writing 
• Shared reading
• Literacy centers
• Small group reading
• Handwriting

● Lunch & Recess
● Science/Social Studies

○ Integrated into literacy 
lessons

● Math
● Afternoon recess
● Specials 

(P.E./Art/Music/Drama)
● Dismissal



Parents will be able to walk their student(s) into their 
classroom on the first day of school.

After the first day, parents will be asked to say goodbye to 
their students at their designated line spot.  

This will promote our student’s independence in starting the 
school day and ensures our school-wide safety policies are 
being followed.



Prepared for the Day
• Be on time- it does make a difference for your child.

• Water bottle 

• Students bring in a Healthy Snack every day –
• Please note food allergy requirements for snack

• Change of clothes in a gallon bag, with named labeled, 
stored in top of locker

• “Safe Shoes” for PE days

• Label EVERYTHING (coats, water bottle, snack, lunch box)



½ Day SCHEDULE for first 3 days of school

• August 19, 20, and 21 will be 1/2 days for kindergartners
•

• Pick up will be 11:15 am at the designated pick up spot.
•

• Students will eat lunch at school. 
• Home Lunch or School Lunch

•

• In the afternoons, a 20 minute one-on-one session will be 
scheduled for each child

• Objective for these sessions: 
• to learn more about your student’s academic strengths and needs

• Look for a electronic sign up from your teacher after 
     class assignments are released in late May.



Help at home
READINESS SKILLS FOR KINDERGARTEN:

• Know first and last name 

• Birthday (month/date)           

• Parent / Guardian names    

• Basic colors 

• Counting to 10

• Printing first name beginning with a capital letter and 

the rest in lower case

• Stamina to listen to a story
Refer to the Readiness A-Z Chart for suggested summer activities.



School Supplies
https://1stdayschoolsupplies.com/list.php?school_zip=80209

From Website Main Page:

● Choose Classroom

● Choose School Supplies

● Click on link for                1st 
Day School Supplies

https://1stdayschoolsupplies.com/list.php?school_zip=80209
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Steele PTA

Kindergarten Play Dates

June 25 from 3:00-4:00 pm

July 27 from 10:00-11:00 am

August 8 from 10:00-11:00 am

Room Parent Contact Information
steele.roomparent.coordinator@gmail.com

…

https://webmail.dpsk12.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=qQrl47KFBXFacfs5MSHnjfFI5Q-fTMs3zFoBZBXhcp-xwR8CNq3VCA..&URL=mailto%3asteele.roomparent.coordinator%40gmail.com
http://www.steelepta.org/
http://steele.dpsk12.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/SteeleWelcomePacket2019-20.pdf.


Don’t forget the Popsicle Social 

August 16  from 3:00-4:00pm.

You will learn where your child 
should line up in the morning 
and where to pick your child up 
in the afternoon.


